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Your design problem, defined:
We are a nation that is constantly at odds with one another. We live in a world that is sharply
divided on a myriad of issues such as gender, race, sexuality, income dispersion and political
ideologies, just to name a few. Our world has become more about the fight than finding a
common solution for the greater good of humanity, and in this fight we are struggling to listen
to one another with compassion and empathy. What was once seen as such an open nation
is closing quickly through fear of change and the possibility of losing what we already have.
What is the design problem?
Finding a way to engage users from many different ends of the spectrum on a plethora of
issues and bring them together in an exchange of ideas to learn from one another and come
up with solutions to our country's woes and inspire direct action with our government, so that
everyone benefits.
Who is the intended beneficiary?
Americans, specifically the underserved, to give them a voice and activate them in the political
process.
Who is the targeted audience (same as beneficiary?)
Same as beneficiary.
How will you do your research?
I will work on a portfolio of interviews/surveys from opposing sides to some of the largest
issues here in America. I will then work an tring to find how people see a possible way to find
a common ground.
After the interviews, I will create personas to effective create a site that targets a broad range
of people.
Is anyone else doing anything similar?
It is really hard to say. I came across quite a few site focused on eliminating racism, and I
found one that focused on bringing Americans together.
The “American Together” site looked like it was straight out of 1995, and although its
message is to bring people together, it is not very welcoming or modern feeling.

The Center for Equal Opportunity felt more modern and updated, yet conservative. It was
organized much like a newspaper and didn’t feel engaging or inspiring.

How could you do it better?
The first thing I would introduce is clean, modern design that runs congruent with current
design aesthetics. I would incorporate inviting color, simple navigation, and inviting graphics
to draw the users interest. I would make it feel less like a newspaper and more like an
interactive experience.
How could your website help in your project?
http://www.peoplepress.org/2014/06/12/politicalpolarizationintheamericanpublic/

